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Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

j | a sequence listing 

table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 

j ] in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

1 | contained in the international application as filed. 

P filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| J furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. | | In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 



4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis. 1(a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1-14 
Claims 



Claims 1-14 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (LA) claims 1 _ 1 4 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations: 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: DE 28 36 126 A ( VKI-RHEINHOLD & MAHLA AG) 
28 February 1980 (1980-02-28) 



2.1 Document Dl, which is considered to be the most 
relevant prior art, describes (cf. figure 1): 

a device for the earthquake-proof installation of 
a partition between a floor and a ceiling (1) , 
this partition having a frame with a substantially 
horizontal upper runner (19), and a covering (12) 
fixed to this frame, which device comprises, on 
the one hand, a profiled slide (18) designed to be 
secured to the upper runner (19) and having a 
substantially U-shaped section (16) and, on the 
other hand, a top rail (4) designed to be fixed to 
the ceiling (1) and housed partially in the slide 
(18) between the arms of its U section (16), such 
that the slide (18) and the top rail (4) are 
mounted in such a way that they can move relative 
to one another vertically. 

The subject matter of independent claim 1 differs 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

from this device in that it comprises reversible 
snap-fastening means (26, 28) provided between the 
slide (18) and the top rail (30), cf . figure 1. 



The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33(2)). 



2.2 According to point 2.1 of this report, document Dl 
neither discloses nor suggests reversible snap- 
fastening means (26, 28) provided between the 
slide (18) and the top rail (30), as described on 
lines 13 and 14 of claim 1. The incorporation of 
these features in document Dl would not constitute 
an obvious measure for a person skilled in the 
art, since it would prevent the free movement 
between the upper and lower part of the partition, 
as suggested by document Dl, complicating the 
installation of this partition between floor and 
ceiling . 

The subject matter of claim 1 therefore involves 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

2.3 Claims 2-14 are dependent on claim 1 and thus also 
comply, as such, with the requirements of novelty 
and inventive step of the PCT. 
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